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A celebration of adventurous sports and lifestyles  
in books and literature

Programme
www.mountainfilm.nz

FRIDAY JULY 7 TO SUNDAY JULY 9
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WANAKA – friDAY 7 JULY
Brought to you by: 

BOOK SESSION 1

WELCOME TO THE 2nd ANNUAL NZ MOUNTAIN BOOK FESTIVAL
Come and celebrate the second annual NZ Mountain Book Festival with us.  

The Book Festival is a stand-alone event featuring an exciting lineup  
of high and low profile international and New Zealand writers. 

The book and literature event will be held at the Lake Wanaka Centre in Wanaka (July 7-9)  
and at the Memorial Centre in Queenstown (July 8). We have debut and veteran authors, new books, 

keynote speakers, panel discussions, writing workshops, storytelling, readings and free sessions  
to cater for all ages. It’s a community event not to be missed. 

There’s a Book Festival Pass to all sessions and workshops for $39,  
or single tickets to individual shows from $10.

LAKE WANAKA CENTRE TICKET WINDOW HOURS

Ph 020-4084-8775 - no answerphone, please text for a callback. 
Ticket window opens one hour before each show starts at the Lake Wanaka Centre. 

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED ONLINE, BUT NOT AT THE VENUE.

This programme may change at any stage and times are approximate. 
The NZ Mountain Film Festival is a Registered Charity #CC49344.

Our Benefactors: Sir Tim Wallis - Alpine Helicopters and Federated Mountain Clubs.

Our Patrons: Alan Wakelin, Aspiring Wealth Management, Peter and Jeanette Cousins,  
The Rock House Wanaka, Bob Campbell, Raymond Key, Suzanne Knapp, Matt Laming,  

Vicki Spearing, anonymous (2).
Our Funders: 

thanks to
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OPENING NIGHT
Opening night of our book festival includes the announcement of the Book Competition 
winners including the Grand Prize. The evening will feature a panel discussion with our 
award-winning authors with time for questions, book signings and sales. Later in the evening, 
well-known adventurer, writer and film-maker Tim Cope will take to stage to talk about his 
book On the Trail of Genghis Khan and some of his more recent adventures.
Time:  7.30pm to 10.00pm (doors open from 7.00pm)     
Cost:  $20 (online), $25 (at the door)  Venue:  Main Auditorium, Lake Wanaka Centre

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL with our Book Competition Winners
We’ve invited four talented 
mountain and adventure writers 
to get together onstage to 
discuss their award-winning 
craft. Learn how they construct 
their plots and tell their stories. 
Adventure Travel winner 
Paul Hersey (Our Mountains), 
Guidebook winner Melanie 
Ball (Top Walks in Australia), 
Nonfiction winner Nick Allen 
(To the Summit), Fiction winner 
Matt Kambic (Everest Rising) 
and, if possible, our Grand Prize-winning author, will all be interviewed by our chief book judge, Dr 
Simone Marshall.                                         Sponsored by Paper Plus                 

INTERMISSION  Café open with drinks and food. Book signings and chat with the authors.

ON THE TRAIL OF GENGHIS KHAN with Tim Cope
Join Tim for an event to remember, as he recounts 
the tale of his three-and-a-half-year journey during 
which he endured temperature extremes from 
scorching heat in the deserts of Kazakhstan to 
sub-zero temperatures in the Carpathian mountain 
passes, with only his three horses, his dog Tigon 
and the big open sky for company. Despite the 
harsh conditions, loneliness, prowling wolves and 
horse thieves, Tim encountered warm hospitality 
from those he met along the way.

                 Sponsored by Waterfall Equestrian Centre
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WANAKA – saturDAY 8 JULY
BOOK SESSION 4

4 5

WANAKA – saturDAY 8 JULY

BOOK SESSION 2

ONCE UPON A RHYME with Lucy Davey
Time:  10.30am to 11.30am Cost:  Free                Venue:  Wanaka Library
Join award-winning Wanaka children’s author and songwriter Lucy Davey for a fun interactive family 
show. Share stories, songs and rhymes and get involved in the action, with a selection of Lucy’s 
works including Dinosaur Hunting and The Bee’s Sneeze, along with other favourites. Puppets, 
bubbles, laughter and crocodiles … Rrraaaaaah CHOMP!                        Sponsored by Wanaka Library
 

ADVENTURE WRITING SCHOOL – Half Day: TAPPING OUT WORDS 
BY TAPPING INTO THE FIVE SENSES with Laurence Fearnley 
Time:  9.00am to 12.00pm Cost:  Adults $45, Youth $30 
Venue:  Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre
You’ve had a great outdoor wilderness adventure, but now your writing feels 
a bit flat and lifeless? Join award-winning novelist and nonfiction writer 
Laurence Fearnley for a three-hour writing workshop and explore ways in 
which sight, sound, touch, smell and taste can add richness and detail to  
your work. No previous writing or publishing experience is required, but  
this is a hands-on writing workshop so bring paper and pen.

MT EVEREST ENTHUSIAST -  
Fiction vs Nonfiction 
Time:  4.30pm to 5.30pm    Cost:  $10 (online), $15 (at the door) 
Venue:  Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre
Join award-winner Matt Kambic (Everest Rising) and Lydia Bradey 
(Going Up is Easy) as they distinguish between elements of fiction 
and nonfiction through a comparative conversation facilitated by 
chief judge Dr Simone Marshall. Come along and learn what it takes 
to create a top-selling read, with the opportunity for Q&A. 
                                                   Sponsored by Central Vision Optometry

BOOK SESSION 3
QUIZ TIME - Test your mountain and adventure knowledge
Time:  5.00pm to 6.00pm Cost:  $20 per team, with proceeds going to Wanaka Library 
Venue:  Café Gusto, opposite the Lake Wanaka Centre 
Get ready to stimulate your brain, laugh and exchange good banter. Gather a team of three or four 
to answer offbeat questions with the chance to win cool prizes. If you don’t have a team, we’ll try 
and slot you in somehow. Facilitated by New Zealand adventurer and Wildboy Adventures’ Brando 
Yelavich. Join us for a fun, interactive afternoon.                                              Sponsored by Crankingfine

PREMIERE SPEAKING EVENT
We first introduced Old Fashion Storytelling to NZ at the trial book event in 2015, and its popularity 
has steadily grown as everyone has raved about this unique show. This will be followed by 
speaker, author and adventurer Nick Allen discussing how he manages his MS with climbing.
Time:  7.30pm to 10.00pm (doors open from 7.00pm)     
Cost:  $20 (online), $25 (at the door)  Venue:  Main Auditorium, Lake Wanaka Centre

OLD FASHION STORYTELLING  
Time:  7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm)  Cost:  $20 (online), $25 (at the door) 
Intimate. Real. Anything goes. Our speakers step across the threshold and go unscripted and 
unsupported by notes, lecterns or audio visual equipment. This is storytelling at its unabashed best. 
Witness unique stories on the theme of mountains, wild places and misadventure as they are shaped 
in the moment. 

Featuring well-known local adventurer and Deep Canyon founder Dave Vass, expat Pom, climber and 
mountain guide Paul Rogers, ski guide and powder addict Hugh Barnard, Australian author and hiker 
Melanie Ball, and Wildboy Brando Yelavich.                                                             Sponsored by Relishes

INTERMISSION  Café open with drinks and food. Book signings and chat with the authors.

NICK ALLEN - MASTERING MOUNTAINS:  
From a wheelchair to the Himalayas  
Diagnosed in his early twenties with Primary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis, Nick found himself 
dependent on a motorised chair to get around. Unable to walk for more than five or ten minutes at 
a time, mountains were no longer Nick’s obstacle to overcome. Nick will tell the story of how he 
navigated such a severe and life-altering challenge and managed to achieve his dream: a  
Himalayan peak.                                                                        Sponsored by Aspiring Wealth Management

Matt Kambic

Brando YelavichMelanie Ball

Lydia Bradey
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WANAKA – sunDAY 9 JULY
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WANAKA – sunDAY 9 JULY

BOOK SESSION 5

BOOK SESSION 6ADVENTURE WRITING SCHOOL – Full Day with Derek Grzelewski
Time:  9.00am to 3.00pm Cost:  Adult $59, Youth $39 
Venue:  Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre

So you’ve had your high adventures, survived to tell your tales and now you want to write them up, 
perhaps for a magazine article, a book or as a film script. Don’t hammer out reams of prose just yet, 
come to our full day Adventure Writing School with local author Derek Grzelewski first. 

Sharpen your writing pen and unleash your creativity in the relaxed informal space of this unique 
school. Learn about narrative structures, suspense and pace, what to tell and what to withhold 
and when, how to read as a writer, and how to make your stories compelling, satisfying and 
unputdownable. 

HIGH POINTS, HIDDEN GEMS AND SLIPPERY SLOPES with  
best-selling authors Sarah Bennett and Lee Slater 
Time:  4.30pm to 5.30pm Cost:  $10 (online), $15 (at the door) 
Venue:  Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre

Luxury lodges, free lunches, heli-tours … travel writing’s the dream job, right? Meet two travel 
writers who’ve done the hard yards—under their own steam, surviving on scroggin, with tramping 
boots and mountain bikes on board—and hear where they think New Zealand tourism’s going. Sarah 
and Lee’s books include a swathe of Lonely Planet titles, The New Zealand Trampers’ Handbook and 
Let’s Go Camping.                                                                                                      Sponsored by Bike It Now!

PREMIERE SPEAKING EVENT
One of our most popular sessions, Words and Wine features authors reading their own 
adventures stories. Drink in a broad range of topics from bike adventures to ski trips, from 
Everest to Kazakhstan. Enjoy a complimentary glass of wine followed by a talk from well-
known author, photographer and environmentalist Craig Potton. 
Time:  7.30pm to 10.00pm (doors open from 7.00pm)     
Cost:  $20 (online), $25 (at the door)  Venue:  Main Auditorium, Lake Wanaka Centre

WORDS & WINE 
Enjoy a complimentary glass of 
Brennan wine and expect full-bodied 
tales with hints of adventure and 
danger; savour undertones of humour 
and humility. Join Matt Kambic,  
reading from his page-turning and 
thought-provoking book Everest Rising, 
as well as Laura Williamson (The Bike 
and Beyond: Life on Two Wheels in 
Aotearoa New Zealand) and Margaret 
Jefferies (Under the Himalayan Sky). 
Nomadic horseman Tim Cope will read 
from his book On the Trail of Genghis Khan and Peeta Wellsford will share from her new release 
Finding the Mountains: An Older Woman’s Guide to Skiing.                                                             

                                     Sponsored by Brennan Wines

INTERMISSION  Café open with drinks and food. Book signings and sales.

WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN WHEN YOU GO TO WILD PLACES  
with Craig Potton 
Craig’s session is deliberately broad and is so-
named to allow him to wander through topics 
and themes dear to him. Craig is a philosophical 
character; he is a fierce conversationalist and 
passionate conservationist. His talk will showcase 
his ponderings on how wilderness can rearrange 
your psyche, if you let it. Expect to see some 
stunning imagery, as Craig is one of New Zealand’s 
best-known landscape photographers.                                               
            Sponsored by Central Lakes Physiotherapy

Sarah Bennett and Lee SlaterDerek Grzelewski



8

QUEENSTOWN – SATURDAY 8 JULY
SESSION Q6 – Premiere Speaker Event
A night featuring two stunning guest speakers. A talk by well-known author, photographer 
and environmentalist Craig Potton, followed by a presentation from adventurer Tim Cope 
about his three-and-a-half-year journey on horse across Asia, from China to Europe.  
A wonderful night not to be missed.
Time:  7.30pm to 9.45pm (doors open from 7.00pm)      Cost:   $20 (online), $25 (at the door) 
Venue:  Main Auditorium, Queenstown Memorial Centre

WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN WHEN YOU GO TO WILD PLACES  
with Craig Potton 
Craig’s session is deliberately broad and is so-named to allow him to wander through topics 
and themes dear to him. Craig is a philosophical character; he is a fierce conversationalist and 
passionate conservationist. His talk will showcase his ponderings on how wilderness can rearrange 
your psyche, if you let it. Expect to see some stunning imagery, as Craig is one of New Zealand’s  
best-known landscape photographers.

INTERMISSION  Café open with drinks and food. Book signings and sales.

ON THE TRAIL OF GENGHIS KHAN with Tim Cope
Join Tim for an event to remember, as he recounts the 
tale of his three-and-a-half-year journey during which 
he endured temperature extremes from scorching heat 
in the deserts of Kazakhstan to sub-zero temperatures 
in the Carpathian mountain passes with only his three 
horses, his dog Tigon and the big open sky for company. 
Despite the harsh conditions, loneliness, prowling 
wolves and horse thieves, Tim encountered warm 
hospitality from those he met along the way.

thanks to our sponsors!


